
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Come, Lord Jesus!
As Judge

Second Sunday in Advent
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

December 4, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and 
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
When Jesus comes back as judge, everyone will face a binary outcome. Either they 
will be judged righteous and experience the peace and joys of Paradise. Or they will 
be judged wicked and suffer unquenchable fire (Matthew 3).

John the Baptist’s job was to point to the only way to prepare for a judgment, one where the 
stakes are that high. Repent! And look to the Lord Jesus. For when Jesus came into our world 
the first time, it was not as judge, but as Savior. All those whose faith is in Christ have already 
been judged righteous.

Please, take these words to heart: the reign of God draws near, and his judgment is inevitable. 
As John the Baptist once said, “All people will see God’s salvation.” The only question is if one 
sees Christ’s second coming with joy or regret. For those who fail to repent, the coming of the 
Judge brings certain doom. But his people will see that Judge like a banner on the hilltop, rallying 
us to his glorious side.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 10 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 311 Dawning Light of Our Salvation

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, 
give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading Isaiah 11:1–10
From the family tree of Jesse, father of King David, another King would come to judge the world 
with righteousness and establish an everlasting kingdom.-

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 325 My Soul in Stillness Waits
This hymn is based on a number of verses from Scripture, including Psalm 130, which is the Psalm of the Day. 

Please join to sing as you feel comfortable.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text and tune: © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Second Reading Romans 15:4–13
God’s people face the coming judgment with hope because God has raised up the Root of Jesse.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Lighting of the Advent Candles in place of the Gospel Acclamation
We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came to this world of sin and death.
We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared the 
way for the Lord.
We hear his call to repent.
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Gospel Matthew 3:1–12
To prepare for the coming judgment, God sent John the Baptist to call all to repentance.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 316 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
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He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the 
offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.
We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 
works of the devil.

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 
and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
Move us to take to heart John’s words: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to 
cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before 
Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.
Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all who 
are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort 
the mourners who miss someone they loved. Especially bless…

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
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Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering 

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 199

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the 
Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 
from sin.
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,

 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those 

who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Lamb of God CW 202

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution Hymn 312 Comfort, Comfort All My People

Distribution Hymn 674 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born
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Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 304 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied
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Take Home Questions

1. Isaiah’s prophecy in chapter 11 exemplifies what God says in Revelation 21:5, “I am making 
everything new!” Make a list of all the new, surprising sights in Isaiah 11:6-9 that will 
characterize life under the rule of the coming Judge. If this is what life will be like in the 
animal kingdom, what might life be like for us as God’s people?

2. The Pharisees and Sadducees falsely thought they were God’s people. According to 
Matthew 3:7-9 what criteria were they using? In what ways can we fall into this same false 
way of thinking? Then, read Matthew 3:2. What action characterizes those who are truly 
God’s people—those in the kingdom of heaven? 

3. Read all of today’s psalm, Psalm 130. In what ways does this Psalm and John the Baptist’s 
preaching in Matthew 3:1-12 echo each other? What take-away is there for us as we apply 
these words of God to ourselves?

4. We look forward to the Judge coming with hope. According to Romans 15:4, through what 
means do we have that hope? What are some practical steps you can take in your and your 
family’s life to include this Scriptural instruction in your daily routine? 

5. While we have hope at the coming judgment, it will be a day of great wrath as the earth is 
struck with the Lord’s rod, the wicked are put to death (Is 11:4), and fruitless trees are 
chopped down and burned (Mt 3:10). In what ways does this motivate our ministry as we 
wait for that day?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
The Christian Funeral  
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Christmas for Kids Next Saturday Dec. 10 | 9:00 AM

Bring your kids (ages 3-10) for a fun morning of crafts, games, and 
more, all centered on Jesus’ birth.   Drop off starts at 8:45 am. The 
program runs from 9:00-11:45 am, and there is an optional lunch 
afterwards for both you and the kids. Invite their friends as well. 
Registration forms can be found on the Ministry Table, you can 
register online at stpaulswr.org, or just show up on Saturday 
morning. 

Donate Food for Christmas for Kids
Donations are needed for the lunch which will be served after 
Christmas for Kids. Items needed are lettuce, salad dressing, 
cookies, vegetables for a veggie tray, croutons, and bacons bits.  
Please sign up at the Ministry Table to let us know what you will 
be donating. Donations should be brought to the church by 
Friday, Dec. 9.

Deliver “Fruit Baskets” Dec. 17

We will be delivering gifts of fruit and other goodies to our shut-in/homebound members as 
well as some recent widows. Volunteers are need to make deliveries.  This is a great opportunity 
for the whole family to do ministry together as older people usually love to see children.  If you 
are willing to help, please contact Hilde Henkel at 715-435-3547

The Greatest Gift
“The Greatest Gift,” a live outdoor nativity, will be held Dec. 17, 5-8:30 pm, at Northland 
Lutheran High School, 2107 Tower Road, Kronenwetter. This is a free outreach event with no 
registration required. It involves a 20-minute walk through the woods stopping at stations to 
hear the true Christmas story from actors and carolers. Please bring an unchurched friend to 
learn about "The Greatest Gift." (If you wish to have a reserved time for you and your guest(s), 
please visit nlhs.org to link to the reservation page.)
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Gift a Christian Conference Experience
Whether you have someone who is hard to buy for or just want to give something unusual this 
year, consider sending that person to a conference that will strengthen their Christian faith.  
Register them online and make a certificate or just include a note in a card letting them know 
they are signed up.  Upcoming retreats include:

 Awake and Alive Conference for young adults ages 18-28. Learn more at 
awakealive.com/2023-conference.

 WELS Conference on Lutheran Leadership for anyone who is interested in learning to apply 
God’s Word in a changing culture. Learn more at lutheranleadership.com.

 Men of His Word Conference for the guy who needs encouragement to “man up in a man 
down world.” Learn more at www.menofhisword.org.

Drinks = Field Trips
Your holiday refreshments could mean money for school field trips. If you drink Coca Cola 
brands look for codes in the caps and cartons. Just scan the codes or enter them manually at 
us.coca-cola.com/give, and Coca Cola will make a donation to our school. These funds are set 
aside to help pay for bussing for field trips. We recently received $37.05 from this program. Not 
a soda drinker? Coke brands also include Powerade, Dasani, Smart Water, Fuze, AHA, Honest 
Tea, and Peace Tea. 

Always Have Dessert on Hand
Willing Workers still have many frozen apple crisps. Buy one to keep in your freezer for 
unexpected guest or as a last minute addition to a meal.  Baking instructions are included.  You 
can pick one up from the church office during the week, or look for a Willing Worker on Sunday.  
The cost is $10, which will go to reduce the principal on the mortgage.

Christmas Concerts
Martin Luther College will hold their Christmas concert today, Sunday, Dec. 4 at 4:00 You can 
watch the concert on livestream or view it later at mlc-wels.edu/streams. 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will hold their Christmas concert next Sunday, Dec. 11 at 3:00. 
You can watch on livestream and or view it later at livestream.com/WLSLive. 

Luther Preparatory School is also holding their Christmas concert on Sunday, Dec. 11 at 3:00 
pm. Their concert will be livestreamed on Vimeo. Go to livestream.com/lps, and use the link to 
Vimeo. 

Northland Lutheran High School will hold their Christmas concert on Sunday, Dec. 18 at 3:00 
pm in Kronenwetter, WI. This is an in-person only event, but close enough that you can drive 
and take a friend.  You will spot a few St. Paul’s members in the band and choir as they share 
music focused around the theme “Immanuel: God with Us.” 
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Use Scrip for Holiday Shopping
As we approach the holiday season, please keep scrip in mind, not only for 
gifting, but to do all of your holiday shopping from cooking a feast and baking 
cookies to those DIY gifts. Scrip may be used for dining, gas, groceries, department 
stores, home improvement and by using our prepaid Visa cards you can use scrip pretty much 
anywhere! A simple gas or fast food card make the perfect small gifts that are greatly appreciated.

St. Paul’s Scrip Users: As the calendar year is coming to a close we’d like to remind you of a 
few dates. The last date to order physical scrip gift cards for Christmas delivery is Sunday, Dec. 
18.  Cards will be distributed on Wednesday, Dec. 21. There will be no cards sales in church, nor 
will an order be placed, on Sunday, Dec. 25 or Sunday, Jan. 1.  Please plan ahead for your gift 
giving and your usual weekly scrip use. 

At the end of the year, if you would like a printed tax statement, please email your request to 
stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com and we will email your statement.  We can also print them for you 
and leave them in your mailbox if you prefer.

Lastly, please keep in mind that scrip rebates help to fund our school. Each purchase may not 
seem like much but they do add up.  

As always, if you have questions please call 715-569-4018 email stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com or, if 
you’re an online shopper, go to https://www.shopwithscrip.com/ to see what we have to offer!

NLHS Scrip Users: The last day to order Northland scrip before Christmas will be Sunday, 
December 18, with orders being filled yet that week. No scrip sales will be made on Christmas 
Day. Ordering and stock sales will resume on Sunday, January 1. Please plan accordingly. Get 
your Christmas shopping done and support Christian education at the same time!

Holly image created by Vector Bakery. Candle image created by Pham Thi Dieu Linh. Both from Noun Project.

Special Prayers This Week:
 Bob & Terri Dobratz are celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary 
 Melissa Brock who is recovering from surgery.
 Sue Brester – help with conquering cancer again.
 For a peaceful decision for Mr. Andrew Danner, who we called to serve as our 

principal.
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Calendar December 4-11

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
6:00 PM Advent by Candlelight

Monday 4:30 PM Choir practice in the balcony

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Worship
4:45 PM Fellowship Meal
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Worship

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Saturday 9:00 AM Christmas for Kids

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  211

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 390,822 
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 278,942

Upcoming events
Dec. 17 ~ “Fruit Basket” Delivery

Preschool Christmas Program at 10:00 am
School Christmas Service at 6:30 pm

Dec. 18 ~ Christmas Concert at NLHS
Dec. 24 ~ Christmas Eve Worship at 6:30 pm
Dec. 25 ~ Christmas Day/Sunday Worship at 9:30 am

A shoot will spring up from the 
stump of Jesse – Isaiah 11:1
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


